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L
ongevity and better socio-economic indices of
people over 50 are making Indian companies
take initiative to introduce products and servic-

es specially customised to the needs of this age group.
To showcase the arrival of such a market presence,

Dignity Foundation, a 16-year-old NGO, in association
with Athashri-Paranjape Schemes Venture, a leading
name in housing solution for senior citizens in India, is
launching an event titled Retirement India Expo 2011
in five cities - Chennai, Bangalore, Pune, Mumbai and
Hyderabad - from September 10 to October 24, 2011. In
Bangalore, the expo opens on September 17 at 11 am.
In the words of Dheeraj Sinha, author, Consumers In-
dia - Inside the Indian Mind and Wallet, (2011) in a
country where we have some 27 million people in the
age band of 45+ belonging to the top three socio eco-
nomic classes, not only are they significant in numbers
but they are also high in their consumption power.

On show are products and services that have been
customised by banks, insurance companies, housing
firms, assisted devices by marketing outfits and other
lifestyle services in tours and travel, convenience
products, health monitoring equipment and alike. In
words of Dr Sheilu Sreenivasan, founder president of
Dignity Foundation, "We plan to deliver action-packed
space for showcasing products, services, interactive
exhibits of everything that is related to lifestyle seg-
ments for senior citizens. The goal is to set abuzz the
commercial sector with potentialities for tapping the
hitherto unchartered market territories."

For a firsthand meeting with the following compa-
nies' products and services, the public may visit stalls
at Bangalore Nimhans Convention Centre, Hosur
road on September 17,18 and19, 2011.

Dignity Foundation and Dignity Lifestyle Retire-
ment Township will also be present to assist senior
citizens who wish to see around the expo in wheel
chair and avail of social support services extended by
them addressing the needs of senior citizens. They
bring to the expo a long line of very relevant empow-
erment activities of learning and discovery, work-
shops and entertainment.

H D Deve Gowda, former prime minister of India,
will inaugurate the expo on September 17 at 11 am
and N Santosh Hegde, former justice & Lokayukta of
Karnataka, will flag off the World Elders Day celebra-
tions at 4 pm on September 19, 2011.

For more details contact: 9823055525

Golden years
NGO Dignity Foundation, in association with Athashri-Paranjape
Schemes Venture, is launching Retirement India Expo 2011. The expo
opens on September 17 in Bangalore

PARTICIPANTS:

� Dignity Foundation
� Paranjape Schemes (Construction)

Ltd. (Athashri)
� AP Rajiv Swagruha Corporation Ltd.,
� State Bank of India
� IndiaFirst Life Insurance Co. Ltd
� Bank of India
� Life Insurance Corporation Of India
� Bajaj Allianz Life Insurance Co. Ltd.
� Melur Meadows Retirement Village
� Jain Farms (Sukh Shanti)
� Vasan Healthcare Private Limited,
� Central Bank of India
� Star Union Dai-Ichi Life Insurance

Company Ltd.
� ING Life Insurance Company Limited 
� National Institute Of Naturopathy 
� Artifical Limbs Manufacturing Corp.
� Param Hearing Aids 
� Covai Property Centre (India) Pvt. Ltd.
� State Bank of Hyderabad
� Saket Engineers (PRANAAM)
� Max New York Life 
� Eckankar Pune
� Sanskruti Travels
� Dandekar Hearing Heathcare 

Services 
� Indus Health Plus
� Goldage Hospital Pvt.Ltd.
� Concept Homes India Pvt. Ltd.
� Herbal Glo
� Creative Expressions 
� HDFC, Bangalore
� Healthy International Homeopathy,

Bangalore
� Orien Healthy Life, Bangalore
� Migun Ssiri Soundarya Healthy Life,

Bangalore
� Mandovi Motors, Bangalore
� Elbit Diagnostics, Bangalore
� System Domain, Bangalore
� Star Insurance, Bangalore
� Mother Trust Old Age Home,

Bangalore
� Sparsh Hospital, Bangalore
� Apollo Hospital, Bangalore

Hassan jumbo relocation
fraught with problems

Pavan M V & M B Maramkal | TNN

Hassan: Human-elephant conflict has been very se-
vere over the past 10 years in the villages of Alur taluk,
16km from Hassan. People here may get some relief if
the central government gives its nod to capture ele-
phants invading human habitats. The Hassan district
administration recommended to the state government
either relocate them to far-off forest areas or hold them
in captivity in forest department camps.

Confirming the Hassan DC's letter to the govern-
ment, Hassan DCF Ambadi said to capture around 25
elephants from Alur taluk, they need permission from
the Union government and it costs around Rs 3-4 lakh
per elephant. Two weeks ago, DC KG Jagadish formed
a core committee comprising officers from the forest
and agriculture department, elected representatives,
green activists and members of different associations
to submit a report to tackle the conflict.

Wildlife activist HA Kishore Kumar said before the cen-
tral government gives its permission,the state should iden-
tify an appropriate forest area to relocate the elephants if
it wants to release them into the wild again.

Veterinarian Dr Vasanth M Shetty, an expert in tran-
quillizing pachyderms, feels that shifting elephants to
other forests is not the solution, because elephants'

brains are genetically imprinted in terms of location
and there's a chance of them returning to their origi-
nal homes. “There is a possibility of inviting more prob-
lems when these relocated elephants try to return cross-
ing various human habitats,” he said. He suggests iden-
tifying their primary migratory paths  in Hassan dis-
trict and removing people from them.

Hunsur murders 

were well planned
TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bangalore:The chargesheet filed on Friday
in connection with the kidnap and murder
of two students of Mahajana’s College in
Mysore in June has stated that it was metic-
ulously planned and executed by the accused.

Of the 16 accused persons, 11 were ar-
rested. Of the 11, two were shown as those
who harboured the culprits.

The two students, Sudhindra Mohan, 19,
and HS Vignesh, 20, were picked up from a
park next to Mahajana’s First Grade College,

Mysore, on June 8. Their bodies were found
abandoned at Agalagurki on the outskirts of
Chikballapur on June 12. The victims were
studying for their BBM course and were
picked up when they had come to write their
examinations from their native place Hunsur.

The chargesheet stated that the boys were
kept captive at the house of Khalid Ahmed,
52, (one of the accused) in Mysore. They were
asked to write letters to their parents asking
them to pay the the ransom. The letters
warned that non-payment of ransom would
result in their death. The accused bought 20
sim cards to make calls among themselves.
“The culprits prepared themselves to collect
the ransom. But the fear of getting identi-
fied resulted in killing the boys,” according
to the chargesheet filed before the first ad-
ditional chief metropolitan magistrate.

They Could Cause Havoc While

Returning To Original Homes

MENACE IN HASSAN DIST
� From 1999 to 2011, elephants killed 32 people, 223 domestic
animals and injured 181 persons.

� Since 2002, 18 elephants died, eight due to electrocution

� Menace caused a loss of Rs 3.25 crore to the government in
the form of relief to affected people

� Since 1987, forest department captured 27 wild elephants

OFFICIALSPEAK
Though relocation is tough, the department has to end the hu-
man-elephant conflict.  There are two alternatives. They should
be shifted to far-off forests or captured and tamed.

— Ajay Mishra | FIELD DIRECTOR, PROJECT ELEPHANT
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